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Abstract

This paper focuses mostly on the Life and Freedom Struggle of Mahatma Gandhi. The fearless, unselfish,
and peaceful methods that defined Mahatma Gandhi's life and his efforts to implement change for the
good of his fellow people and the globe earned him the moniker Mahatma (great soul). This chapter
examines the knowledge that may be garnered from a figure who was neither easy to comprehend nor
immune to mistake or defeat, yet who continues to inspire and intrigue a large number of people. This
article attempts to explain the method of education advocated by this guy, who was also an exceptionally
astute tactician and strategist. Mahatma Gandhi taught us that a person may teach themselves to become
transparent and open, as well as to build synergy and collaboration between education, training,
employment, and the society, while constantly aiming for continual progress. Gandhi was the country's
performance manager and the most pragmatic leader for change. Gandhi thought that truth, tolerance, self-
sacrifice, happiness, and the peaceful rejection of oppression were the fundamental foundation of a
successful life. Lessons from Gandhi's methods of organising people, investigating and generating ideas
for bringing people together, are essential for decreasing the tensions caused by global trade, business, and
information technology. Gandhi based all of his choices on the truth. Truth may be defined as openness in
thought, speech, and deed, as well as the bravery to evaluate a person's raw talent and skill against their
limits and potential. We investigate the phenomena of career in the current setting in light of Gandhian
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concepts of work, effort, and the dignity of labour. Career counselling entails gaining an awareness of
ground realities and opportunities. Gandhi discussed means and goals. According to him, the means to an
aim must be just as respectable as the end itself. This pamphlet reflects the whole Life and Independence
Struggle of the freedom struggle in this setting.
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Introduction

The fearless, unselfish, and peaceful methods that defined Mahatma Gandhi's life and his efforts to
implement change for the good of his fellow people and the globe earned him the moniker Mahatma (great
soul). Gandhi committed his life to achieving India's independence from Great Britain after the Amritsar
Massacre of 1919 inspired him to do so. As the leading figure using his persuading ideology of non-
violent confrontation, he inspired political activists of many persuasions around the globe. Not only was
Mahatma Gandhi a great peacemaker, but his efforts to attain freedom and equality for all people were
also highly regarded. Gandhi's unusual leadership style earned him the affection of a nation and ultimately
allowed him to lead the Indian independence struggle. Mohandas Gandhi, later known as Mahatma

Gandhi, was born in Porbandar, which is the present-day state of Gujarat in India, on October 2, 1869.

The Champaran Struggle

Amid north Bihar, in the foothills of the Himalayas, sits the district of Champaran. For the purpose of
controlling and generating money, many zamindarisl, including Bettiah, Ramnagar, and Madhuban, were
established in the region about 1790. Indians who had been residing there from far earlier periods signed
the original lease on the plots. By 1911, over 88 percent of the estates had gradually been acquired by
Europeans, who encouraged the development of indigo and sugar cane and set up facilities for its

processing. Due to larger profit margins, indigo eventually took the role of sugar cane.

Zerait, or cultivation by the landowner directly, with tenants required to labor on these fields or provide
their oxen for a charge, and asamiwar, or cultivation by tenants, were the two main forms of agriculture
used in the region. The predominant technique used under the asamiwar system, which covered around
three-quarters of the area, was known as the "tinkathia." The tenant was required to cultivate indigo on
three kathas2 (thus the name tin kathia) of each bigha3 (about 15% of the land) under this arrangement.
Written agreements that may last 20 to 30 years were made. The renter would get a predetermined fee per
bigha if the crop was successful. A bad harvest would result in a lower price. The renter was obligated to

pay significant penalties if he failed to cultivate indigo.
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A Commission was established by the government to look into the issue after an uprising concerning
indigo farming and the hardships of the farmers occurred in Bengal between 1859 and 1860. The
Commission ruled that despite having access to more lucrative options, the farmers were compelled to
cultivate the crop. Indigo prices were unpredictable, and factory owners often physically attacked farmers.
The majority of the complaints were deemed to be valid, and remedy for the farmers was advised,
including greater discretion over how much to produce and how to pay for it. These suggestions,

nevertheless, only applied to Bengal. In response, indigo growers relocated to Bihar.

Farmers in Bihar have been opposing different features of the indigo growing method since the 1860s. The
Bihar Planters Association was founded in 1877 as a result of the changes carried out in Bengal, which
served as a warning. The Association made choices including increasing the price of indigo and limiting
coercive behaviours. However, many planters disobeyed since organisation membership was optional and

its rulings could not be enforced.

In facilities that are often near to the farms, indigo colour is taken from the plant's leaves and turned into
cakes. The industry was going through a period of turmoil starting in the late 19th century. The demand
for natural indigo decreased and the price fell once a synthetic dye was created in Germany in 1897 at a
considerably cheaper cost. The growers wanted to minimize expenses. However, the effects of World War
I (WWI) on German supply caused resurgence in the desire for natural indigo. Profits from indigo were
substantial. The returns for a successful and unsuccessful year varied from 25% to 100%. The price of
other crops had increased due to a scarcity of food grains, making planting indigo a poor alternative for
farmers. When the tenants refused to cultivate indigo, the planters increased their rent (known as
sarabeshi) by a percentage ranging from 50% to 70% and forced the tenants to sign agreements to that
effect. The planters started looking for other methods of increasing income besides hiking rents. Among
them were abwabs (or illegal charges). For instance, fees for water supply, a cess that the farmer was
required to pay upon a family marriage, the birth of a child, or even on receiving property as an
inheritance. Some planters even imposed fees to cover the expense of their family's vacation. The finest
areas of the land for producing indigo were often appropriated by the planters, affecting the farmers'
ability to produce other crops. Additionally, farmers and even factory workers who performed physical
labour were required to pay amlas, or agents/employees of the planters, a commission (known as dasturi),

at the time of payment.
Conclusion

Prior to independence, multinational corporations created exploitative structures via the free market

business method of indigo production and trading by forming alliances with indigenous people. The
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primary cause of the farmers' concern was the collapse in the price of natural indigo on the European
market. Gandhiji led the Indigo peasants and the Cambodian agrarian crisis, which ultimately led to the
social and political movements outlawing such practises. Farmers in India who grow cotton and other
commercial commodities confront the same issue in the present global environment. The WTO accord
allowed for global access to the Indian market. In the global market, the terms of trade for Indian farmers
have become worse as a result of globalisation. A political and social leadership is also necessary to
address the agricultural and agrarian hardship in India. The teachings of Gandhi's ideology and the

Champaran Satyagraha should be applied.
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